ERICH ZIMMERMANN

A Passion for Precious Gemstones

They are very much en vogue today but for Erich Zimmermann, gemstones have been the core of his creative work for many years now. Hardly is there any jewelry designer who devotes himself with so much passion to gemstones like he does. He travels as far as to the Far East in order to select the most beautiful specimens to make them part of his exceptional pieces of jewelry.

There are only few who go as far as Erich Zimmermann when trying to find the ideal gemstone. For 15 years now, this goldsmith has been traveling to the Far East several times each year in order to purchase the most beautiful stones to be found in the regions where they originate.

It all began with an adventurous trip to India. Zimmermann ventured out into a world that was terra incognita for him. When he arrived in Jaipur, he knew neither who would sell him the stones that he wanted for his jewelry nor had he any knowledge of the business practices of the region. There was only one thing he knew for certain: he wanted stones that he couldn't obtain anywhere in Germany.

Today Zimmermann himself is one of the select few who are in close contact with the best gemstone traders in Asia. He is one of those who know how to get to sensational pieces and, thanks to a well-established network of personal and business relations, feels at home in many countries of this world. But this requires time: on average, Erich Zimmermann spends one tenth of each year on his gemstone trips that nowadays lead him mainly to Bangkok, Bombay and Hong Kong.

As a result of these visits to the Far East, the variety of gemstones Erich Zimmermann has at his disposal for creating his jewelry can hardly be found in any other European goldsmith's atelier. Also, his competence in matters concerning gemstones has increased continuously over the years. By now, he is so familiar with those minerals that he even has a cutting machine of his own in his atelier which allows this perfectionist to give a finishing touch here or there to the already excellent cuts of the gemstones he bought.

Jewelry wearers only benefit from Zimmermann's dedication. The new pieces of his "Bowl" collection, for example, feature gemstones of amazing volume and extraordinary luminescence set in little golden bowls: pieces of jewelry that celebrate the natural magnificence of the minerals. His unique "Princess" rings, by now almost a classic among Zimmermann's jewelry lines, put gemstones of always new brilliant colors and unexpected shapes and sizes into the limelight. To sum it up, gemstones are a topic which, thanks to the enormous variety of gemstones, will never lose anything of its fascination.
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